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Before we begin…

We are recording Please turn off your video

+

keep microphone muted

If you would like to ask a question, please 

use the chat feature

Feedback encouraged!

water@nswa.ab.ca 



What is a watershed?

Everyone lives in a watershed - what we 
do on the land can be reflected in water 
quality and quantity.



57,000 km2 and home to over 1.5 million people.



River Length: ~260 km

Watershed Size: 3,300 km2



Who We Are



Collaborative Approach    Water for Life

Goals:

Safe, secure 
drinking water. 

Healthy aquatic 
ecosystems.

Reliable water 
for a sustainable 

economy.





Four Main Program Areas

• Education and Outreach
• Environmental Stewardship
• Watershed Evaluation and Reporting
• Watershed Management Planning

People working together for a healthy and functioning North Saskatchewan River watershed – today and tomorrow. 



Lake Stewardship 
in the Watershed



Lake Stewardship is a Journey












Name Average Depth (m) Maximum Depth (m)

Spring 1.9 9.1

Jackfish 3.4 9

Isle 4.1 8

Lac Ste. Anne 4.8 9

Pigeon 6.2 9.1

Wizard 6.2 11

Wabamun 6.3 11

Mayatan 9.6 26.5

Hubbles 10 33



Number of Lakes = 426
Shoreline Length= 3,214 km

Average= 56% High Intact





Number of Lakes = 426
Shoreline Length= 3,214 km

Average= 56% High Intact



0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
Lac Ste. Anne

Lac Sante
Akasu Lake
Louis Lake
Dusty Lake

Manawan Lake
Looking Back Lake

Moosehills Lake
Wanisan Lake

Islet Lake
Campbell Lake

Lac Emilien
Low Water Lake
Cameron Lakes

Mere Lake
Peleck Lakes

Trappers Lake
Lang Lake

Lac Dufrance
Emerald Lake

Gambling Lake
Levering Lake
MacBeth Lake

Gibbs Lake
Lac Flammand

Lac Dufresne
Square Lake

Mac Lake
Macdonald Lake

Alford Lake

High Intactness Moderate Intactness Low Intactness Very Low Intactness

Number of Lakes = 426
Shoreline Length= 3,214 km

Average= 56% High Intact

Results 
for Lakes



Lake Stewardship 
Guidance to Get Involved



Number of Lakes = 426
Shoreline Length= 3,214 km

Average= 56% High Intact



Antler Lake Stewardship Committee (State Of Watershed – 2019)

Baptiste and Island Lakes Stewardship Society

Big Lake Environmental Support Society

Cooking Lake Study Group 

Hubbles Lake Stewardship Society (State Of Watershed – 2018)

Jackfish Lake Management Association (State of Watershed – 2016)

Lake Isle and Lac Ste. Anne Water Society (State of Watershed – 2017)

Mayatan Lake Management Council (State of Watershed – 2012)

Wabamun Watershed Management Council (State of Watershed – 2013)

Wizard Lake Watershed & Lake Stewardship Association (State of Watershed – 2012)

Watershed Stewardship Group’s (WSG’s) in the Watershed



Agroforestry & Woodlot Extension Society

Alberta Community Bat Program

Alberta Native Plant Council

Beaver Hills Biosphere

Duck’s Unlimited Canada

Edmonton and Area Land Trust

Invasive Species Council of Alberta

Land Stewardship Centre

WPAC’s

+ much more!

Stay tuned for NSWA’s Lake Stewardship Webpage

Take on volunteer 
opportunities!



Municipalities and Lake Stewardship

Parkland County
• ALUS Program
• Shoreline Restoration Projects
• Waterfront Living Guide

Sturgeon County
• ALUS Program
• Tree Program
• Sustainable Riparian Management

Clearwater County
• Clear Water Landcare

• Environmental stewardship program

Strathcona County
• Conservation Easements
• Wetland Replacement Program



• Lake Information > alberta.ca 

• Environmental Quality Guidelines for Alberta Surface Waters

• Real time + historical data > wateroffice.ec.gc.ca

Issue

Research + 
Information 
Gathering

Meetings

Goals + 
Objectives

• Water Quality

• Water Quantity

• Invasive Species

• Coordinated

• Scheduling

• Inclusive

Project 
Funding

• Donations

• Fundraising

• Grants

• Performance measures

• Timelines



Lake Stewardship 
NSWA’s Role



Headwaters
Alliance

Sturgeon River
Watershed Alliance

Vermilion River
Watershed Alliance



A municipally-supported watershed stewardship group that 
brings together various stakeholders throughout the watershed.

Guided by a Steering Committee (SC) of elected officials and a 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).



Municipally support 
watershed stewardship 
approach 

Clear goals + 
performance 
measures 

Voluntary alignment 
of policies and plans

Promotes 
interdisciplinary 
collaboration 

Coordinates local and 
regional stewardship 

Encourages actions to 
address knowledge 
gaps





Communications

Restoration + Workshops

Lake Monitoring

Connecting + CollaboratingRegional Support



Communications
• Watershed Wednesdays

• eDNA monitoring
• Cumulative impacts
• Fish population updates
• + much more!

Instream Newsletter

Workshops
• Wetland Day 
• Road Salt Management
• Educational Forums

Outreach 
• Attending events
• Supporting monitoring



Thanks for listening - Stay connected!
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