IWMP Assumptions – Watershed Forums March 2010
What the Research Told Us - Mainstem

· Water quantity is not a pressing issue as it relates to current and future use (i.e. < 3% used) but in-stream needs should be examined

· Upstream of Edmonton, water quality is relatively good, but shouldn’t degrade further if we want to sustain all current and future uses

· Downstream of Edmonton, water quality should be improved for some parameters, and should not be allowed to degrade further for the others

What Research Told us – Watershed

· Water quality in the tributaries is impacted by construction of stream crossings, land-use and resource management practices

· Future growth without changing current practices will degrade water quality and aquatic ecosystem health

· Drainage of wetlands leads to degradation in water quality and other effects

What Research Told Us – Groundwater
· Need a lot more information and research


- on the importance of recharge function of foothills region


- water quality and quantity across the watershed

· Need to identify and protect recharge zones for shallow aquifers in sub-watersheds 

· More consistent monitoring is required

What Policy Tells Us

· Support the basic policy of no further degradation in water quality and adopt Water Quality Objectives for the North Saskatchewan River main stem

· Maintain current water quality upstream of Edmonton

· Maintain or improve water quality downstream of Edmonton

What the IWMP will contain

· High level goals of what we want to achieve in the watershed

· What these mean for how we operate in the watershed - implications and conditions that must be met

· How we address the implications – actions and best practices

