HEADWATERS Watershed Planning Forum March 4, 2010, Drayton Valley

IWMP GOALS

Long Term Goal #1

Protect or improve the water quality of the main stem of the North Saskatchewan River by managing contaminant loadings to the river.

1. What could you support or live with?

a. Policy based on science

b. Actual enforcement of present regulations

c. Best Practices in the Headwaters if there were equal Best Practices applied Downstream
d. I would rather the phrase, “managing contaminant loadings to the river” be changed to “assessing risks and promoting risk mitigation and prevention.”

e. Mitigation & prevention

f. Prevent contaminants from getting into the river in the first place.

g. More thorough education and help for those who can’t afford best practices.

h. More water quality monitoring. How can we manage what we don’t measure?

i. Enforced regulation for municipal wastewater. Maybe new regulation if needed.

j. Maintain a designated area for off-road vehicle use.

k. More water testing and the establishment of baseline data.

l. Protecting riparian areas.

m. Education programs for best practices.

n. Incentive for best practices.

o. Collaborative approaches.
2. What would you not be able to support?

a. Policy based on perception

b. More regulations – we have enough

c. small towns and hamlets sewage lagoons dumping in creeks 

d. Best Practices that are economically detrimental
e. Averaging contamination – we need to prevent or mitigate.

f. Capping development up here when downstream develops where ever they want. 

g.  A complete containment of run-off water

h. Private land owners being told they can’t cut down trees.
Long Term Goal #2

Maintain or improve the ecological integrity of the aquatic ecosystems in the sub-basins or the North Saskatchewan River watershed, including lakes, wetlands and tributaries.

1. What could you support or live with?

a. A system of trade-offs (you can drain this area if you preserve this area)

b. Save all wetlands if Edmonton does the same.

c. Saving wetlands that recharge ground water – but need proof
d. No net loss of aquatic ecosystems.

e. A sustainable plan so we don’t have to keep just responding to issues as they come up.

f. Clear definitions – what is a wetland? And which ones are recharging ground water?

g. No net-loss of wetlands

h. Equitable restrictions on development – not restrict development in the headwaters so more development can occur in Edmonton.
2. What would you not be able to support?

a. Inconsistent regulations – Edmonton can compromise ecological integrity but we can’t.

b. Having to preserve wetlands while Edmonton is paving over productive farmland.

Long Term Goal #3

Maintain or improve groundwater quality and quantity

1. What could you support or live with?

a. Monitoring of all sub-surface water wells. Test for quality and draw down.
b. Do whatever you have to do to protect ground water. There’s a bigger risk with polluting ground water than surface water.

c. Improve groundwater quality & quantity as long as I knew what the implications were.

d. More data from ground water use. We don’t know what oil & gas industry records.

e. Assessing and monitoring groundwater to ensure a sustainable resource.

f. Better monitoring of farm wells.

g. More knowledge about impact of seismic and O&G drilling.

h. A study to understand impact of drought on recharge.

i. More details on basin water resources.
2. What would you not be able to support?

a. Different regulations for downstream

Long Term Goal #4

Maintain main stem hydrological function (water quantity and flow) so uses are protected.

1. What could you support of live with?

a. Need to know about how the dams impact before I could decide.

b. Knowing more about natural flows in the tributaries before I can decide

c. Regulations to maintain main stem hydrological function.

d. The answer to the question, “Do we have enough information to manage flow?”
2. What would you not be able to support?

a. Not being allowed to intervene on the Clearwater River when it threatens to leap its banks. We changed the landscape in the first place.
