NSWA DOWNSTREAM WATERSHED PLANNING FORUM JUNE 3, 2010

GOAL ONE:   

Maintain and improve current water quality of the mainstem of the North Saskatchewan River by managing point-source loads going into the river.


Objective #1: 

Reach-specific Water Quality Objectives (WQOs) are developed, implemented and enforced for the mainstem of NSR.

References: NSWA’s Water Quality Objectives report; NSWA’s ALCES Assessment Indicator: Water quality measured at long-term monitoring sites.

Actions: 

1) NSWA to work with watershed stakeholders to develop WQOs for the mainstem of the NSR. 
2) NSWA to recommend these WQOs to the Government of Alberta for approval and enactment under legislation so they can be implemented and enforced.
Objective #2: 

Total loads from all point sources in each river reach are negotiated collectively among point-source contributors to align with established Water Quality Objectives (WQOs).   

References: NSWA’s Water Quality Objectives report;  NSWA’s Hydrodynamic and Water Quality Model Report 2009.

Indicator: Cumulative pollutant loads measured at end-of-pipe outflows.

Actions:

1) All point-source contributors (municipalities and industries) to quantify point- source loads for all pollutant concentrations for which WQOs have been established (e.g. for phosphorous, nitrogen and total suspended solids):

·     Municipalities to quantify storm water loads from storm water outfalls. 

·     Municipalities and industries to quantify pollutant loads from end-of-pipe outflows and wastewater lagoons. 

2) Point-source contributors within each river reach of the NSR to work together to set load targets and negotiate load allocations for each pollutant concentration to meet reach-specific WQOs in the mainstem of the NSR. 
a. Government of Alberta to coordinate the allocation of concentrations to each point-source contributor through its water licensing and approvals process. For example:

·     Government of Alberta, in consultation with the Capital Region Board to develop a Load Plan to integrate the management of all point-source loads within the Capital Region in order to meet WQOs established for the Devon to Pakan reach of the NSR.

·     Government of Alberta, in consultation with Drayton Valley, Rocky Mountain House and Devon to develop a Load Plan to integrate the management of point-source loads within each municipality.

3)  Government of Alberta to implement the Industrial Heartland Water Management Framework.

4)   Government of Alberta to work with all point-source contributors to create an accessible database for all point-source load data.
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